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had long been over, but she had possibly not
realised before coming to Italy the perfect horror
he had of seeing her; an event, as he told his
friends the Hoppners, which would make it neces-
sary for him instantly to quit Venice. The re-
ports about his present mode of life, which, even
at Milan did not fail to reach them, were, to say
the least, not encouraging ; and from a later letter
of Shelley's it would seem that he warned Clare
now, at the last minute, to pause and reflect before
she sent Allegra away to such a father. She,
however, was determined that till seven years old,
at least, the child should be with one or other of
its parents, and Byron would only consent to be
that one on condition that it grew up in ignorance
of its mother. It appears to have been assumed
by all parties that, in refusing to hand Allegra
altogether over to her father, they would be sacri-
ficing for her the prospect of a brilliant position
and fortune. Even supposing that this had been
so, it is impossible to think that such a considera-
tion would have weighed, at any rate with the
Shelleys, but for the impossibility of keeping Clare's
secret if Allegra remained with them, and the con-
stant danger of wofse scandal to which her
unexplained presence must expose them. Clare,
distracted with grief as she was, yet dreaded dis-
covery acutely, and firmly believed she was acting
for Allegra s best interests in parting from her.